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Warren sending it at the AFFS Champs 

Photo by Natalie Beckett 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 21ST  MARCH 2025 

Meeting opened: 

7.29pm Dundas Sports Club – President Michael Towell in the chair   

Present:  
Natalie Beckett, Michael Towell, Roy Summersby, Andrew Linwood, Terry Bond, Bruce Hao, John Pennells, Ed Mahoney, Angie 

Mahoney, Steven Hughes, Gary Pope. 

Apologies: 

Warren Leadbeatter, Gary Goodwin, Ray Harvey, Peter Scott, Gail Scott, Phil Warren. 

Guests:  
Reg Towell, Lyn Towell, Richard Jensen, Kate Rodwell. 

Minutes of previous meeting:  
Moved, Ed Mahoney, Seconded, Gary Pope, Carried 

Business Arising: 

• Helium Balloons, purchase bottle. 

• Newsletter has been good. Great photos 

• Trans-Tasman Scale. Flyers have been advertised. F4A representative need 3 flyers. Roy and Michael happy to represent. 

Need to find 3 rd . Entry forms to be sorted by Natalie. MAAA club assistance to be sorted. 

• MAAA free flight Nationals. Program and entry form have been put out there. Dixielander set of rules for Nats will be 

out with bulletin. Bulletin out soon. 

• T-shirts, info to come out in next month or two. 

• End of year presentation at Michael and Natalie’s House late Nov. Presentation for all state champs and overall point 

score. Date to be Saturday 22 nd Nov. 

• Point score trophy back. Comp trophy, state champ trophy. 

Correspondence out: 

Friday notices 

Newsletter 

ANSW Newsletter correspondence. 

Wingspan magazine 

FFDU Magazine 

Correspondence In: 

ANSW Newsletter correspondence. 

MAAA Council Conference 

 

Treasurers Report: 

1 st Jan – 28 th Feb 2025 presented by Roy Summersby 

Moved Gary pope, Terry Bond Sec, Carried 

Copies available upon request 
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General Business: 

• Welcome to Steve and Kate, Steve is a new member of Free Flight Society. Steve is loving the club and has been to West 

Wyalong for a weekend to camp and fly. 

• Working bee. Thank you for all who come and helped Michael, Roy, Gary G, Rob, Terry and Phil. Re-cladded part of the 

house, whipper snip, slash. Grader blade attachment to smooth out the RC strip. 

• Tele conference. Blanket Area Approval was discussed. Simpler version to apply. Going through MAAA instead of CASA. 

• RAAF came and visited. Very happy with NSWFFS. They offered us a tour of their tower. Michael to email to arrange. 

• Joan McIntyre. Been in hospital for 13 months. Is moving to SA with hospital and Nursing home when available. 

• Ask for submissions for Free flighter magazine. Michael to email. 

• Unorthodox day in Oct. Windbag Kits are out there, contact Michael. 

• AFFS champs. Entries in now. Coming soon. 

• June state champs in June. F1ABC. Open Power and Open Rubber 

• Cowra date is wrong. Michael to contact Andy to confirm dates for Cowra. Email changes. 

• Mark 4 Oliver .6cc. For Sale now $300 

• State Champs E36 and club comp P30. Come and support. 

 

Meeting closed 8.15 pm 

 

Updated Committee positions & contact information. 

Position Name Phone 

President Michael Towell    0433 175 295 

Vice President Gary Goodwin 0414 292 050 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor Warren Leadbeatter  0408 801 539 

Treasurer Roy Summersby 0413 588 720 

Public Officer & Registrar Warren Leadbeatter   0408 801 539 

Safety Officer Michael Towell 0433 175 295 

Chief Flying Instructor Mike Ward    0416 081 536 

Scale Coordinator Phil Warren 0405 579 904 

Facebook & Website Manager Warren Leadbeatter 0408 801 539 

Contest Organizer Richmond Peter Scott    0434 276 265 

Librarian John Pennells 02 4363 1834 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT –  MAY 2025   

This last couple of months has been pretty busy. Starting out with a rain delay for our E36 State Champs, which is 

now on Sunday 5th June in conjunction with F1G,H and J State Champs at Richmond. 

 Our George Fuller Day was successful and was blessed with near perfect conditions for a great days flying followed 

with a BBQ. Report later in this issue. 

 A few of us spent 10 days away in Narrandera and West Wyalong for the AFFS Champs. We were treated with some 

great weather and some fantastic flying. Myself and Natalie had the privilege of CD’ing the F1A,B and C World Cup 

events in Narrandera and enjoyed every minute of it. 

 With our previous visit from FL LT Matthew Williams and invite to the RAAF Tower. 10 of us took the opportunity to 

visit the RAAF Base to take a tour of their operations tower one Friday after flying. With strict instructions of no pics, 

we were treated with great views and an informative look at how their radar system and communications work as 

they control the airspace in and around the base. 

 Our Trans Tasman Scale weekend is our next big event at Richmond. The Scramble on the Sunday is now 1hr for the 

coveted Mills Trophy, which has been found and put back on the program. Entry forms for this weekend in this 

newsletter. 

The NSW and Vic State Champs for F1A,B and C are at West Wyalong on May 30-June 1, with Open Power and 

Rubber on the Monday of that weekend. Plus a combined 2min class event thrown in for good measure. 

For those that read last month’s Newsletter, there was a story of an ROW Rubber model in its box with a perpetual 

trophy that it won from the 1930’s. This model with some modelling pics from the 1930’s was kindly delivered to us 

by Trevor Smith one Friday morning. It’s now done a few rounds and is down at WW. A lot of great reactions and one 

of the models may be restored to flying condition. 

 As you are reading this, myself and Roy are attending the annual MAAA Council Conference. We will report back 

anything that affects us and a general overview of what went down. 

Michael Towell, 

President NSWFFS 
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GENERAL NEWS & INFORMATION 

Next Meeting 23rd May 2025 

This will be a general meeting to be held at the Dundas Sports Club starting at 7.30pm. As normal some of us will 

have a meal there before the meeting, please feel free to join us. 

NSW & VIC State Championships F1ABC & Mini Events West Wyalong 

The Next Event after Muswellbrook Vets Gathering will be a return to West Wyalong for the NSW & Vic State Champs 

F1ABC 31st May to 2nd June – Get your entries in! See Flyer in this Newsletter 

Scale Trans Tasman 2025 

Annual Australian v New Zealand Scale competition and the Mills Trophy Scramble is back!  See flyers in this 

Newsletter 

AFFS Champs 2025 

AFFS has been run and won and it was a great event. Beautiful weather and the outgoing Committee did a great job 

for their last time. Thanks again team! The AFFS Committee is now Warren Leadbeatter President, Andrew Linwood 

Vice President, Natalie Beckett Secretary & Vin Morgan Treasurer. Work has already begun promoting & preparing 

for next years event which will be on 26th April to 3rd May 2026.  

2025 Free Flight Nationals 

The MAAA 2025 FF Nats will be held on 17th to 24th October at West Wyalong  .  The Entry Forms  and Schedule are 

now available and have been posted online and in this Newsletter.  

Shop goods 

Contact Roy Summersby 0413588720 roydi132@optusnet.com.au 

- SAM100 & Oliver Tiger MkIV Replicas 0.6cc (Taking Orders) 

- Jet A $2.00 litre in your container 

- Methanol 

- New stock of ether $30 / litre to members in your container 

- Timers. There is a variety of timers new and second hand, for lightweight rubber. 

- Still have plenty of rubber both new and made-up motors 

 

 

Who’s Building what? 

Please send in your pics of your new builds so we can put them in the newsletter for all to see! 

   

  



   

 

Copyright 2025 

 

CONTEST REPORTS & PHOTOS 

Highlights from the 2025 AFFS Championships 

 By Warren Leadbeatter 

 The Australian Free Flight Society’s 2025 Championship brought together the nation’s most skilled aeromodellers and some 

internationals for a spectacular showcase of precision, endurance, and passion for flight. Spanning multiple events across F1 

classes, vintage designs, and open categories, competitors gathered under perfect skies to test their aircraft and flying mettle. 

Widgiewa Cup  

 F1A Glider saw a commanding performance from Albert Fathers, who clinched victory with a perfect 960 and a fly-off time of 

202 seconds, narrowly edging out Ian Haigh (960 + 184). Malcolm Campbell rounded out the podium with a total of 180. 

 F1B Wakefield Rubber featured a tightly packed leaderboard, with three maxed-out flyers. Richard Blackam emerged victorious 

after a tremendous 397-second fly-off. Vin Morgan and Dave Ackery from NZ followed closely with 960 and 959 points, 

respectively. 

 F1C Power had no shortage of talent, as Andrew Linwood led the field with a 960 + 369. Veteran Roy Summersby and newcomer 

Murray Wilson trailed closely, demonstrating the consistency of Australia’s power flyers. Warren Leadbeatter made the flyoff for 

his first time in a World Cup Event and finished 4th place after a nervous launch. 

 AFFS Cup  

In the AFFS Cup, Richard Blackam again topped F1B with another perfect 960 and an incredible 413-second fly-off. In F1A, 

Malcolm Campbell surprised himself to win with 950. Roy Summersby dominated F1C with a flawless score of 960, cementing his 

status as one of the most reliable competitors in the discipline. 2nd place was Yuan Gao from China and Waren Leadbeatter had 

his first ever Podium in a World Cup event with 3rd place. 

 Southern Cross Cup 

 The Southern Cross Cup saw new leaders emerge. Bruce Hao captured F1B with a perfect 960, while Yuan Gao claimed F1C after 

a spectacular 319-second fly-off against Roy & Murray. Albert Fathers continued his form in F1A with another victory, securing 

his place as the dominant glider pilot of the series. 

 Combined Vintage & Mini Events 

 In the Combined Vintage class, Peter Scott piloted his 1956 Dream Weaver to victory with 512 points. Ian Haigh was 2nd with his 

1941 Rubber Model and Warren Leadbeatter was 3rd with his 1953 Stomper. The Combined Mini category went to Roy 

Summersby with 600 + 259 in fly-offs, showcasing his range across multiple disciplines.  

Open Classes – Combined %, Open Power, E36 and Classic Rubber 

 The Combined % Open class had Roy Summersby at the top once again in F1J, scoring 300 + 264, followed closely by Dave 

Shackelford and Terry Bond. In P-30, Vin Morgan led the field with a clean 360, while Michael Towell triumphed in E-36, matching 

that perfect score and edging out Natalie, Malcolm and Warren in the fly-off. 

 Open Rubber and Open Power both featured top-flight efforts, with Towell and Summersby winning their respective categories. 

Summersby’s 540 + 223 in Open Power underscored a season of remarkable performances. Warren's overpowered Dixielander 

did some excellent aerobatics and just missed the ground several times. Ray Harvey's Dixie performed extremely well earning 

him 2nd Place in Open Power. 
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CL & HL Glider and Power Scramble  

 In Catapult Glider, Len Surtees soared to 180 points from his best three launches. Ian Haigh was 2nd yet again while Kathy 

Burford beat the rest of the boys to claim 3rd place.  Len also won Hand Launched Glider with 1 max while Tahn Stowe clinched 

2nd with 62, while Michael Towell dominated the Scramble event with an unmatched 1,576 points. Ian Haigh was 2nd with 1070 

and Tahn Stowe 3rd with 1033 from a field of 8 competitors.   

 Final Thoughts 

 The Champion of Champions Trophy deservedly went to Roy Summersby with four 1st places and two 2nd places from a total of 

8 events entered.  His main rival was Ian Haigh with and incredible nine 2nd places from 10 events entered. Followed by Vin 

Morgan in 3rd place. 

The 2025 AFFS Championship highlighted the strength and depth of Australia’s free flight community. Veterans and newcomers 

alike delivered exceptional performances across every discipline, and the camaraderie and sportsmanship on display were 

second to none.  

Congratulations to all competitors and organizers for making the event a resounding success. Here’s to clear skies and even 

greater heights in 2026!  See detailed report and photos in FFDU coming soon! 

2025 AFFS Championships Results 

Widgiewa Cup 

F1A  Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5  Total FO 

1 Albert Fathers 240 180 180 180 180 960 202 

2 Ian Haigh 240 180 180 180 180 960 184 

3 Malcolm Campbell 0  0 0 180 0 180  

F1B          

1 Richard Blackam 240 180 180 180 180 960 397 

2 Vin Morgan 240 180 180 180 180 960 378 

3 Dave Ackery 240 180 179 180 180 959  

4 Bruce Hao 240 180 180 149 180 929  

5 Terry Bond 2  0 0 0 0 2  

F1C          

1 Andrew Linwood 240 180 180 180 180 960 369 

2 Roy Summersby 240 180 180 180 180 960 331 

3 Murray Wilson 240 180 180 180 180 960 294 

4 Warren Leadbeatter 240 180 180 180 180 960 255 

5 Yuan Gao 240 180 180 180 154 934  

6 Gary Pope 226 180 180 180 153 919  

 

AFFS Cup         

F1A  Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5  Total FO 

1 Malcolm Campbell 230 180 180 180 180 950  

2 Ian Haigh 240 180 180 180 105 885  

3 Albert Fathers  137 180 0 0 0 317  

F1B          

1 Richard Blackam 240 180 180 180 180 960 413 

2 Vin Morgan 240 180 180 180 180 960 344 

3 Bruce Hao 240 180 178 180 180 958  

4 Dave Ackery  190 180 180 180 150 880  

5 Terry Bond 180 180 180 160 180 880  

F1C          

1 Roy Summersby 240 180 180 180 180 960  
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2 Yuan Gao 240 180 179 180 180 959  

3 Warren Leadbeatter 240 180 135 180 180 915  

4 Gary Pope 229 180 180 180 137 906  

5 Andrew Linwood 240 180 116 180 180 896  

 

Southern Cross Cup         

F1A  Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5  Total FO 

1 Albert Fathers 240 148 180 180 180 928  

2 Ian Haigh 240 180 163 103 119 805  

3 Malcolm Campbell 240 140 180 180 0 740  

F1B          

1 Bruce Hao 240 180 180 180 180 960  

2 Vin Morgan 240 180 180 180 168 948  

3 Terry Bond 240 180 180 138 180 918  

4 Richard Blackam 240 180 180 96 180 876  

5 Dave Ackery 213 180 180 180 120 873  

F1C          

1 Yuan Gao 240 180 180 180 180 960 319 

2 Roy Summersby 240 180 180 180 180 960 302 

3 Murray Wilson 240 180 180 180 180 960 265 

4 Andrew Linwood 240 180 180 139 180 919  

5 Warren Leadbeatter 240 180 180 180 125 905  

6 Gary Pope 240 180 180 180 60 840  

 

Combined Vintage Design  Year 1 2 3 Total 

1 Peter Scott Dream Weaver 1956 152 180 180 512 

2 Ian Haigh Lamb Climber 1941 180 144 161 485 

3 Warren Leadbeatter Stomper  1953 180 180 121 481 

4 Roy Summersby Eliminator  1953 180 180 61 421 

5 Terry Bond Lanzo Stick  1940 85 0 0 85 

 

Combined Mini, F1G, F1H, F1J 1  2 3 4 5 Total HT 

1 Roy Summersby 120 120 120 120 120 600 259 

2 Ian Haigh 120 120 120 96 71 527 0 

3 Harry Sokol 115 120 74 94 120 523 0 

4 Vin Morgan 120 120 120 120  480 147 

5 Len Surtees 120 99 120 86  425 0 

6 Michael Towell 52  76 120 120 8 376 0 

 

Combined % Open Type 1 2 3 Total FO  

1 Roy Summersby F1J  100 100 100 300 264  

2 Dave Shackelford E-36 100 100 100 300 120  

3 Terry Bond P-30 100 100 100 300 116  

4 Ray Harvey Opn Power 100 100 100 300 101  

5 Natalie Beckett E-36 100 100 100 300 5  

6 Kathy Burford E-36 100 100 100 300 0  

7 Malcolm Campbell E-36 100 97 100 297   

8 Peter Scott OZ Diesel 100 81 100 281   

9 Warren Leadbeatter E-36 78 100 100 278   

10 Harry Sokol ½A Power 76 100 100 276   

11 Michael Towell E-36 55 65 100 220   

12 Ian Haigh P-30 95   95     
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P-30  1  2 3  Total    

1 Vin Morgan 120 120 120 360    

2 Terry Bond 111 100 120 331 

3 Graham Maynard 120 120 88 328      

4 Ian Haigh 120 120 40 280 

5 Dave Ackery 70  70 0 140 

 

E-36  1  2 3 Total FO   

1 Michael Towell 120 120 120 360 120   

2 Natalie Beckett 120 120 120 360 118   

3 Malcolm Campbell 120 120 120 360 101   

4 Warren Leadbeatter 120 120 120 360 49   

5 Kathy Burford 117 115 120 352    

6 Harry Sokol 120 110 107 337    

7 Ray Harvey 73  101 120 294    

8 Roy Summersby 120 57 78 255    

9 Dave Shackleford 70  120 51 241    

 

Open Rubber 1  2 3 Total    

1 Michael Towell 180 150 0 330    

2 Ian Haigh 99  103 0 202    

 

Open Power 1  2 3 Total HT   

1 Roy Summersby 180 180 180 540 223   

2 Ray Harvey 180 180 180 540 0   

3 Harry Sokol 119 180 180 479 0   

4 Andrew Linwood 180 89 180 449 260   

5 Peter Scott 180 86 137 403 261   

6 Warren Leadbeatter 57  180 149 386 0   

7 Michael Towell 144 98 27 269 0   

 

Catapult Glider 1  2 3 4 5 6 Best 3 

1 Len Surtees 60  60 53 48 58 60 180 

2 Ian Haigh 27  47 29 60 28 21 136 

3 Kathy Burford 21  46 26 43 0 0 115 

4 Dave Shackleford 23  12 13 45 29 23 97 

5 Tahn Stowe 3  24 15 19 4 20 63 

6 Owen Gilbert 23  4 13 19 3 14 56 

7 Malcolm Campbell 3  3 0 0 0 0 6 

 

Hand Launched Glider 1  2 3 4 5 6 Best 3 

1 Len Surtees 24  60 42 46 0 0 148 

2 Tahn Stowe 16  25 15 13 18 19 62 

3 Dave Shackleford 12  20 4 15 19 15 54 

 

Scramble  Total       

1 Michael Towell  1576       

2 Ian Haigh  1070       

3 Tahn Stowe  1033       

4 Terry Bond  969       

5 Robert Walker  952       
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6 Martin Williams  352       

7 John Pennels  62 

8  David Shackleford   DNS   

 

Champion of Champions 

1 Roy Summersby   14 

2  Ian Haigh  10 

3 Vin Morgan  7 
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Ebenezer Day and George Fuller Event at Richmond – Sunday 6th April 

The George Fuller Event was a hit at Richmond. There were 6 Dixielanders on hand. Roy and Michael were 

off with a rough start. Both with engine troubles. Ray, Peter and Sally all maxing out with 3 flights. There 

was 3-way flyoff with Ray, Sally and Peter. Sally was first up, Ray was next but couldn’t change his DT 

setting and Peter was last to fly. This also was the final results placings, well done to Sally and thank you to 

Peter Scott for providing the trophy for this event. 

 

   R1 R2 R3 FO  

1st  Sally  120  120  120  357 

2nd  Ray  120  120  120  243 

3rd Peter 120 120 120  108  
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NSW FREE FLIGHT CONTEST CALENDAR 2025 V2 

 

Date  Event  Venue Time Contact 

January 12 ½ hr Scramble and Combined % + BBQ – BYO food Richmond 8:00am Roy Summersby 

January 17 General Meeting       Dundas Sport 7:30pm  

February 2 Unorthodox Day and E36 + BBQ – BYO food Richmond 7:00am – 12:00pm Michael Towell 

February 16 P30 State Champs and Combined Vintage Richmond 8.00am – 12:00pm Peter Scott 

March 1 - 2 Hunter Valley Championships CL & FF Muswellbrook Separate program MDMAS Club 

March 9 
1 hr Scramble State Champs and   

 Scale Rally + BBQ – BYO food 
Richmond 7.00am-12.00pm Roy Summersby 

March 21 General Meeting Dundas Sport 7.30 pm  

March 23 E36 State Champs and P30 Richmond 7:00am – 12:00pm Terry Bond 

April 6 Ebenezer Day and George Fuller Event + BBQ  Richmond 7:00am – 12:00pm Michael Towell 

April 27 - 30  
AFFS Champs + Widgiewa Cup (World Cup Events)  

+ Southern Cross Cup for F1A, B, C 
Narrandera 

See FFDU  

program 
AFFS Committee 

May 1 - 4  

AFFS continued at WW - 2nd  Combined Vintage, 

E36,  P30 - 3rd F1 G, H, J, % & Scramble. - 4th Open 

Power Open Rubber, HLG,TLG & CLG - See FFDU  

Evening Presentation Dinner 

West Wyalong 

 

 

Farm House 

8.00am-1.00pm 

See FFDU prog. 

 

6.00 PM 

AFFS Committee 

May 17 - 18 Muswellbrook Veterans Gathering Muswellbrook Separate program MDMAS Club 

May 23 General Meeting Dundas Sport 7.30pm  

May 30 - June 1 
F1ABC State Champs + Open Rubber/Power  

State Champs + Victorian State Champs for F1ABC 
West Wyalong 8.00am - 1:00pm Separate program 

June 15 State Champs F1G, H, J + E36 & P30 Richmond 7.00am-12:00pm Gary Pope 

July 4 - 6 
Trans Tasman Scale Rally (Fri to Sun)  

 + ½ hr Scramble and Fun Fly BBQ – BYO food 
Richmond Separate program 

Phil Warren 

Michael Towell 

July 18 General Meeting           Dundas Sport 7.30 pm  

July 25 - 27 
Midwinter Mini Maxout + George Fuller Event 

2 Min Max Models          
West Wyalong Separate Program Roy Summersby 

Aug 10 HLG/CLG State Champs and Combined % Richmond 7:00 – 12:00pm Gary Goodwin 

Aug 22 - 24 Cowra Oily Hand Weekend Cowra Separate Program Cowra MAC 

Sep 14 ½ hr Scramble and Scale Rally.  BBQ – BYO food Richmond 7:00am – 12:00pm Roy Summersby 

Sep 19 General Meeting + Annual General Meeting       Dundas Sport 7:30 pm  

Oct 17 - 24 74th MAAA Free Flight Nationals  West Wyalong Separate Program Michael Towell 

Nov 9 Combined Vintage State champs and E36, P30 Richmond 7:00am - 12:00pm Nat Beckett 

Nov 21 General Meeting             Dundas Sport 7.30 pm  

Nov 28 Friday Xmas Party Richmond 7.00am - 1.00pm Terry & Lyn 

Dec 7  
½ hr Scramble and Combined % + Combined  
Vintage + Christmas BBQ – BYO Food 

Richmond 7:00am - 1:00pm Michael Towell 

*** Note:   All Scrambles start at 8.00am *** 

New!: Sun Oct 12th Unorthodox Day No 2 to be held at Richmond 8am to 12pm Michael Towell 
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